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Trump sides with Putin 


California: Republican 
candidates refrain from 
criticizing the president 


By Joe Garofoli 


Several nationally prominent Republicans 
voiced anger and disbelief over President 
Trump’s performance at his joint news confer- 
ence with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
But California Republicans running in congres- 
sional races that could determine control of the 


House weren’t among them. 


Arizona Republican Sen. John McCain said 
Trump’s comments deflecting Russian blame 
for interfering in the 2016 presidential election 
amounted to “one of the most disgraceful per- 


formances by an American president in memo- 


ry.” Republican Sen. Ben Sasse of Nebraska 


Summit: Casting doubt 
on U.S. spy agencies 
draws rebuke at home 


By Jonathan Lemire, Jill Colvin 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 


HELSINKI — In an extraordinary embrace of 
a longtime U.S. enemy, President Trump on 
Monday openly questioned his own intelligence 
agencies’ firm finding that Russia meddled in 
the 2016 U.S. election to his benefit, seeming to 
accept Russian President Vladimir Putin’s insis- 


Pablo Martinez Monsivais / Associated Press 


President Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose 


California continues on A6 for a photo before their private, two-hour meeting in Helsinki. 


tence that Moscow’s hands were clean. 

The reaction back home was immediate and 
visceral, among fellow Republicans as well as 
usual Trump critics. “Shameful,” “disgraceful,” 
“weak,” were a few of the comments. Makes the 
USS. “look like a pushover,” said GOP Sen. Bob 


Summit continues on A6 


Injured 
driver’s 
ordeal 


on the 
beach 


By Michael Cabanatuan 


For seven days, as relatives 
and sheriff’s deputies searched 
for Angela Hernandez, the 
23-year-old Oregon woman 
stood on rocks at the bottom of 
an insurmountable 250-foot 
cliff off of Highway 1, futilely 
shouting at passing cars, 
drinking water dripping from 
mossy rocks and sleeping 
when she could. 

She was on the beach so 
long that she lost count of the 
days. Every bone in her body 
ached from her car’s plunge 
from Highway 1 near Big Sur. 
And nobody knew she was 
there. 

Hernandez developed a 
necessary ritual. She spent 
days wandering the beach in 
search of a high place where 
she could see cars, and shout 
at them. At night, she again 
sought high ground where she 
could sleep, safe from high 
tide. 

“Tt would be a lie to say that 
things got easier as the days 
passed,” she wrote on an ex- 
pansive Facebook post Sunday 
night. “They never did. But, 
they sure got predictable.” 

Until Friday, when an ad- 
venture-seeking Morro Bay 
couple out for a hike broke the 
pattern. They found a 2011 
white Jeep Patriot crumpled on 
the beach. Then they found 
Hernandez. 

Chelsea Moore, 34, and her 
husband, Chad, 31, were camp- 
ing at nearby Kirk Creek 
Campground to celebrate her 
birthday. They decided to 
search for hidden fishing and 
surfing spots, a favorite pas- 
time, and hiked down what 
Chelsea described as a “crazy 
and sketchy” trail that re- 
quired ropes to reach a deso- 
late stretch of beach. 

About a half hour walk 
north, they spotted a white 

Beach continues on AZ 


ICE takes aim at 
San Francisco’s 
sanctuary city law 
in ‘Rideshare 
Rapist’ case. 


Weather 

Partly cloudy, 
patchy fog early. 
Highs: 63-101. 
Lows: 49-67. B8 
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Photos by Noah Berger / Associated Press 


A plane battling the Ferguson Fire is silhouetted by the setting sun in Mariposa County near Yosemite National Park. 


Fire-weary town braces 
as blaze nears Yosemite 


By Lizzie Johnson 
and Michael Cabanatuan 


MARIPOSA — As the 
Ferguson Fire swelled to 9,266 
acres Monday, residents of 
Mariposa, the biggest town 
bordering Yosemite National 
Park, woke up to ash in the 
sky and fire rigs rumbling 
down Highway 49. Again. 

So, they pulled the “Fire- 
fighters, Mariposa thanks 
you!” signs from their storage 
rooms and garages. Officials 
propped a plywood board 
reading “fire information” 
with a few printed handouts 
stapled to it in a parking lot. 
Some shops closed, because 
tourists don’t like to visit 
when it is smoky, and that’s 
what they do when the tour- 
ists don’t come. 

It’s the same routine, again 
and again. 

One year ago to the day, the 
Detwiler Fire inched so close 
to Mariposa that the entire 
town had to be evacuated. It 


burned thousands of acres, 
and scorched the countryside 
bordering the community, but 
no one was killed. 

On Monday, many residents 
were mourning the death of 
fire crewman Braden Varney, 
who was killed when his 


bulldozer flipped into a steep 
ravine near El Portal. 

Crews retrieved the body of 
the 36-year-old Cal Fire veter- 
an at midday from the mesh 
of mangled metal that was 
wedged in an area too remote 
for bulldozers and too precar- 


A fire 
transport 
vehicle 
travels on 
Highway 140, 
a main route 
into Yosemite 
that has been 
closed due to 
the Ferguson 
Fire. 
Yosemite 
remains open 
and acces- 
sible through 
entrances on 
Highways 120 
and 41, but 
there have 
been long 
lines to enter 
the park. 


ious for an immediate extrac- 
tion. Firefighters had stood 
sentinel over their colleague’s 
body, coming and going in 
shifts, hiking in and out of the 
remote niche, in a revolving 
honor guard. 

Fire continues on A1o 


Napa winery begins 


By Esther Mobley 


Once you saw the 
photograph, you couldn’t 
unsee it. 

It became one of the iconic 
images of October’s Wine 
Country fires: Signorello Es- 
tate, a stately building perched 
ona Napa hill, with wild 
flames escaping through the 


terraces and windows — soon 
to be entirely consumed. Be- 
low the orange glow is the 
silhouette of a lone firefighter, 
in retreat. 

It took winery owner Ray 
Signorello Jr. just three days 
after the Atlas Peak Fire had 
passed to announce his plans 
to rebuild the destroyed 
structures, which included the 


its rise from ashes 


tasting room and his home. 
That was good news, but the 
initial announcement glossed 
over the complicated details. 
Reconstruction, after all, 
would take years. Winery staff 
assumed they wouldn’t be 
hosting visitors anytime soon 
— and some, especially the 
tasting room staff, wondered 
whether they'd be out of a job. 


But now, eight months after 
the fires, Signorello Estate has 
unveiled a temporary tasting 
room: a 60-by-12-foot modular 
unit, in which the winery 
began pouring wine Friday. 
The entire hospitality staff is 
still here. 

“We are so happy to be 
seeing guests again after all 

Signorello continues on A10 


